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WASHINGTON, DC 20510-03

June 3, 2013

The Honorable Max Baucus
Chairman

Senate Committee on Finance

219 Dirksen Senate Office Building

The Honorable Orrin G. Hatch
Ranking Member

Senate Committee on Finance

219 Dirksen Senate Office Building

Dear Chairman Baucus and Ranking Member Hatch:

I applaud your efforts to bring to light the circumstances surrounding the political
targeting of conservative organizations at the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) over more than 18
months between 2010 and 2012. The act of scrutinizing 501(c)(4) organizations with names
including “Tea Party, ™ “Patriots” or “9/12 Project™ hes in stark contrast to the agency’s mission
to “enforce the law with integrity and fairness to all.”' It is imperative that we find out who is
responsible for ordering and maintaining the politically-motivated targeting. Unfortunately,
during the May 21, 2013 Committee on Finance hearing, Former IRS Commissioner Doug
Shulman and then Acting Commissioner Stephen Miller were less than forthcoming about the
individuals involved in the matter.

As you consider witnesses for a follow-up hearing, I encourage you to call upon Cindy
M. Thomas, Manager of Exempt Organizations (EO) Determinations at the IRS, to testify under
oath about her involvement in this matter. According to the IRS website, as the manager in
charge of the IRS’s Exempt Organization Determinations unit, Ms. Thomas is responsible for
managing disagreements between EO specialists and taxpayers concerning the proper procedure
or standards to apply in determinations cases.” Given Ms. Thomas’s management of the EO
Determinations unit for more than eight years and her expertise on applications for tax-exempt
status, the Committee fully mvestlgatmg her mvolvement in the political targeting of
organizations under her review would appear useful.

Specifically, her mention in recent news reports on the IRS scandal suggests that her
testimony could be beneficial to the Committee as it unravels the web of fabrications, omissions,
and misleading statements surrounding this apparent abuse of power. For example, on May 21,
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2013, Fox19 Cincinnati reported that at least four of the IRS employees who sent scrutinizing
letters to conservative groups are under the purview of Ms. Thomas.® In November 2012,
ProPublica also reported that when the IRS responded to a request for the applications of 67 non-
profits: “The Cincinnati office of the IRS sent ProPublica applications or documentation for 31
groups. Nine of those applications had not yet been approved — meaning they were not supposed
to be made public.” ProPublica’s website features a November 28, 2012, letter signed by Ms.
Thomas acknowledging the enclosure of the requested copies of applications.®

Your commitment to uncovering the details of the targeting of conservative
organizations, holding those responsible accountable and restoring the faith of the taxpayer is
greatly appreciated. As you evaluate witnesses for future hearings on this matter, I hope that you
will consider the evidence suggesting Ms. Thomas’s involvement. The question of who gave the
order to target organizations based on their political beliefs needs to be answered and must be
followed by swift corrective actions.

Sincerely,

JEFF FLAKE
United States Senator
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